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What makes your book group unique?
Our group of seven women is diverse in so many ways, yet 
our absolute passion for a great story draws us together. 
Four of us are mothers; one of us is a stepmother; three of 
us are of mixed race; two of us are homemakers reenter-
ing the workforce after being home with our children for 
several years; all of us have di!erent professions; one of us 
commutes 75 miles each month for book group gatherings; 
and two of us are profoundly hearing-impaired. 

One might think that the two hearing-impaired mem-
bers in our group create some challenges, but it’s really not 
a relevant issue since they lip-read, rather than signing, and 
they do not ascribe themselves to hearing-impaired culture. 
It can be challenging for our two members to lip-read, 
especially when our other members get excited about a 
book and there is a "urry of discussion. However, our other 
members are extremely sensitive and aware of their/our 
communication needs (I am one of them), so it is pretty 
easy to follow the conversation. 

What books has your group enjoyed most?
We all loved Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri. Years 
after reading it, we still talk about the richness of each 
short story. !e Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay 
by Michael Chabon, Plainsong by Kent Haruf, Everything 
Is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer, Angle of Repose by 
Wallace Stegner, and !e Beautiful !ings that Heaven Bears 
by Dinaw Mengistu are among our favorites as well.  

What books didn’t your group like?
!e Law of Love by Laura Esquivel, !e Memoir Club by 
Laura Kalpakian, and Saving Fish from Drowning by Amy 
Tan were among the least memorable books. God Is Not 
Great: How Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher 
Hitchens sparked some negative reactions in some, yet it 
intrigued others. We discovered that half of us had fathers 
who were altar boys as children!  We have impossibly high 
standards for the books we read, so we choose them care-
fully, on the basis of recommendations from other readers. 
As it turns out, we usually end up with many winners. We 
are usually forgiving of books we dislike, especially if they 
are well written. 

What books led to the best discussions?
!e Grass is Singing by Doris Lessing, with its incredibly de-
pressing plot but vivid and beautiful language, had us mar-
veling over the absolute desolation of the characters’ lives. 
Paula by Isabel Allende, provided one of the most stimu-
lating and passionate discussions about spirituality, death 
and dying, and mother-daughter bonds. Kathryn Stockett, 
in !e Help, inspired us with an amazing piece of histori-
cal #ction. We all had di!erent opinions about how much 
racial equality and women’s rights have really progressed 
since the 1960s. Atonement by Ian McEwen led to another 
great discussion about the boundary between fantasy and 
reality. Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner raised interest-
ing discussion about marriage and relationships.

Do you have any advice for other book groups?
I have three recommendations for other groups. First, it’s 
important to maintain a good balance between the social 
aspect of the group meeting and its discussion portion. 
Second, we like to accommodate our members’ schedules, 
although we also acknowledge that not everyone can make 
our meetings every month. Finally, we tend to agree on 
a book selection 
that every mem-
ber wants to read. 
$ose books usu-
ally yield the best 
discussions, even 
if we can’t recom-
mend the book in 
the end. 
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